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Sauvignon Blanc wines are the fastest-growing white wine category in the US. Demand from
Millennials and Gen Z wine drinkers is rapidly pushing it to the forefront, and it may soon supplant
Chardonnay as America’s favorite white wine. Here’s a selection of 15 California Sauvignon Blanc
wines, which have won gold medals in multiple international competitions, all retailing, according to
Wine-Searcher for an average price of approximately $30 or less.

In compiling this list of top-rated Sauvignon Blancs, we reviewed the results from various wine
competitions, including Decanter World Wine Awards, Wine Spectator, International Wine & Spirit
Competition, San Francisco International Wine Competition, San Francisco Chronicle Wine
Competition, Wine Enthusiast, and Concours Mondial de Bruxelles.

The Sauvignon Blanc grape is among the most well-known and widely planted white wine varieties
globally. The grape is probably a descendant of Savagnin Blanc from France’s Jura region. Its name,
“Sauvignon,” is derived from the French words for "wild" (sauvage) and "white" (blanc), reflecting the
grape's likely origins as a wild vine.

While indigenous to France and widely cultivated in Bordeaux and the Loire valley, the variety has
found significant success in other regions, particularly New Zealand, Australia, and California, where it
thrives in cooler climates but has adapted well to warmer growing conditions. Sauvignon Blanc can
vary significantly in style, with cool-climate wines being crisp and herbaceous, while warm-region wines
take on a more tropical profile.

Sauvignon Blanc is known for its aromatic intensity, crisp acidity, and fresh, herbaceous qualities. The
grape typically produces wines that range from light and refreshing to more full-bodied and complex,
depending on the climate, winemaking techniques, and terroir. The grape is often used to produce dry
wines and sweeter late-harvest and botrytized dessert wines, but its dry, crisp expression is the most
widely appreciated.

California, particularly warmer regions like Napa Valley, Sonoma County, and Mendocino, produces a
distinctive style of Sauvignon Blanc. These wines are often characterized by a unique balance of
tropical fruit flavors, herbaceousness, and bright, tangy acidity. The warmer climate in California
compared to France tends to yield riper fruit flavors, but winemakers often use techniques such as
stainless-steel fermentation or lees aging to preserve the wine’s freshness and aromatic intensity.

Sauvignon Blanc wines are typically pale straw to light gold with a clear and bright appearance.
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The nose is aromatic and expressive, with characteristic citrus notes such as grapefruit, lime, and
lemon. There are often herbaceous qualities, such as gooseberry, fresh-cut grass, or green bell pepper.
In some cases, tropical fruit notes like passionfruit, pineapple, and melon emerge, especially in warmer
climates like Napa Valley. Wines that undergo some oak aging may also present subtle hints of vanilla
or smoke.

On the palate, Sauvignon Blanc typically offers crisp acidity that provides a refreshing, mouth-cleansing
sensation. The wine's fruit flavors are clean and vibrant, ranging from citrusy to tropical, depending on
the terroir. They may feature a subtle herbal or grassy quality, balancing the fruitiness. Some wines
also show a slight minerality or salinity, particularly those from cooler coastal regions like California’s
Sonoma Coast.

The finish is usually crisp and refreshing, with lingering flavors of citrus, melon, or even a touch of
herbaceousness and a slight tangy zest.

Sauvignon Blanc is a versatile wine that pairs well with a variety of dishes, particularly those with fresh,
vibrant flavors. It is an excellent accompaniment to oysters, shrimp, or grilled fish. It also pairs well with
cheese, particularly tangy ones like fresh goat cheese or feta, and compliments vegetarian dishes and
salads with citrus-based dressings.

Duckhorn Sauvignon Blanc - Napa Valley $29

Duckhorn Vineyards produces complex, vibrant Sauvignon Blanc. The wine features citrus zest of
lemon and lime, melon, and tropical fruit notes with a bright, crisp finish.

Frog’s Leap Sauvignon Blanc - Napa Valley $29

Frog’s Leap is a pioneer of organic farming, creating fresh, terroir-driven wines. The wine features
grapefruit, lemon, and subtle grassiness with lively acidity and a refreshing finish.

Groth Sauvignon Blanc - Napa Valley $27

Groth produces estate-grown wines with a focus on showcasing Napa Valley terroir. The wine features
notes of melon, citrus, and a hint of minerality with a clean, refreshing finish.

Robert Mondavi Winery Fumé Blanc - Napa Valley $33

Robert Mondavi helped popularize Sauvignon Blanc in the U.S. with this signature “Fumé Blanc” style.
The wine is generally dry, featuring citrus, melon, and a hint of smoky oak with a round, smooth texture
from light barrel aging.

Honig Vineyard & Winery, Sauvignon Blanc - Napa Valley $23

Honig focuses on sustainable practices, producing bright, fruit-forward wines. The wine features
grapefruit, kiwi, and lemongrass with refreshing acidity and a clean finish.
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Matanzas Creek Sauvignon Blanc - Sonoma County $20

Matanzas Creek produces complex, aromatic Sauvignon Blanc wines. The wine features grapefruit,
passion fruit, and a wet stone minerality with a crisp finish.

Ferrari-Carano Fumé Blanc - Sonoma County $15

Known for consistent quality, Ferrari-Carano’s Fumé Blanc is fresh and aromatic. The wine features
peach, lime, tropical fruits and floral notes with a smooth, slightly oaked finish.

Chalk Hill Estate Sauvignon Blanc - Sonoma County $23

Chalk Hill emphasizes estate-grown Sauvignon Blanc wines from mineral-rich terroir. The wine features
ripe pear, tropical fruit, and a hint of herbaceousness with a balanced finish.

Justin Sauvignon Blanc - Central Coast $18

Justin focuses on approachable, balanced wines from carbonate-rich Central Coast soils. The citrus-
centric wine features lime, lemon zest, and subtle herbaceousness with a clean, refreshing finish.

Murrieta’s Well The Whip - Livermore Valley $23

One of California’s oldest wineries, Murrieta’s Well blends Sauvignon Blanc with other varietals for
complexity. The wine features citrus, melon, and a touch of tropical fruit with a crisp, mineral-driven
finish.

Rodney Strong Charlotte’s Home Sauvignon Blanc - Sonoma County
$15

Rodney Strong specializes in sustainable wines that capture Sonoma’s cool-climate character. The
wine expresses lime, grapefruit, and a hint of herbaceousness with a crisp, balanced finish.

Dry Creek Vineyard Fumé Blanc - Sonoma County $17

Family-owned Dry Creek Vineyard produces elegant Fumé Blanc-style wines that feature grapefruit,
melon, and a touch of minerality with a crisp, clean finish.

Pomelo Wine Co. Sauvignon Blanc — California $11

Pomelo produces fruit-forward, refreshing wines focusing on value and quality. The wine expresses
zesty lime, grapefruit, and tropical notes with a refreshing, light finish.

Black Stallion Winery Sauvignon Blanc - Napa Valley $18
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Black Stallion focuses on Napa Valley’s terroir, producing approachable, balanced Sauvignon Blanc
wines showcasing lemon zest, pear, and melon with vibrant acidity and a refreshing finish.

Simi Sauvignon Blanc - Sonoma County $15

Simi is a Sonoma icon known for complex wines crafted from sustainably farmed grapes. The wine
features lime, green apple, orange blossom and subtle minerality with a balanced, crisp finish.

These Sauvignon wines, all gold medalists, are outstanding. They underscore the tremendous
versatility and varied aroma and taste profile of Sauvignon Blanc wines, from lush and tropical to lean
and herbaceous. If you love or want to explore Sauvignon Blanc wines, this list of top-rated California
Sauvignon Blanc wines is an excellent place to start!
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